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FAIR    ~    FIRM    ~    FAITH    ~    FUN    ~    FRIENDLY  

 

Wednesday 3rd June 2020 
 
To all parents, carers and staff of Poulton St Chad’s CE Primary School 
 
On behalf of the Governing Body, I am writing to thank you for all your efforts in support of your children’s 
education over the last few weeks, in difficult circumstances. A huge thank you also, to the staff team, who 
have not only ensured continued school places for the children of keyworkers and vulnerable children, but 
have also worked hard to keep you informed and to provide resources for home schooling. 
 
As we move out of lockdown, we face the challenge of opening the School to additional pupils whilst 
implementing measures to manage the risk of infection. The Governing Body are fully supportive of the 
decision to await Local Education Authority and Public Health advice, that it is safe to proceed. Mrs Potter will 
be in touch as soon as possible to let you know the planned way forward in our School, bearing in mind that 
we are dependent on the decisions of others and we do not wish to give undertakings that we cannot then 
deliver. 
 
There are two further matters I need to share with you at this time. 
 
Headteacher appointment and arrangements for the Autumn Term 
Following Mrs Potter’s announcement of her retirement, the Governing Body have been working to appoint a 
successor. At the beginning of the lockdown, planned interviews had to be cancelled. In keeping with Local 
Authority advice and in consultation with the Diocese of Blackburn, the Governing Body decided it would not 
be appropriate to proceed with a virtual interview and has deferred the start of the appointment to January 
2021. In consequence from September and for the Autumn Term, Mr Leeming will be Acting Headteacher and 
Mrs Shrewsbury Acting Deputy Headteacher. Both have experience of the School and as members of the 
current staff team, are well placed to ensure continuity and a smooth handover from Mrs Potter over the next 
few weeks. 
 
Farewell for Mrs Potter 
When Mrs Potter announced her intention to retire last autumn, I am sure many of us imagined there would be 
the chance for a fitting farewell. Over the last few years, she has embodied the motto ‘Fair Firm Faith Fun 
Friendly’. Although different attributes have been to the fore on different occasions - as you would expect – all 
have been apparent and have helped to create a strong team and a flourishing school. Sadly, it now seems 
most unlikely that we will be able to come together this term, as a school community, to give thanks for all that 
Mrs Potter has given to the School and to mark the end of a distinguished teaching career. In these 
circumstances it seems best to invite her back for a special celebration in the autumn term, when we hope 
something more fitting will be possible and I will write to you again in the autumn to let you know how you can 
contribute to that farewell. 
 
Thank you once again for your continued support for the School, through the unprecedented times in which we 
are living. In our various ways I am sure we are all striving to ensure the best interests of the children in our 
care so that they remain safe and are enabled to flourish. 
 
Take care and God bless! 
Yours sincerely     
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