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This term our topic is ‘Animals’. The children will be learning about the following:  

Literacy - We will start the term by looking at Animal Poetry. The children will read, learn and recite 

a variety of traditional and modern rhymes including some from Hairy Tales and Nursery Crimes by 

Michael Rosen. They will write their own versions of animal poems. 

Maths - We have been focusing on addition and subtraction strategies, including with money. We will 

now be focusing on models of multiplication and division, place value and fractions. We will be 

investigating length, measure and data.  

Science - Our Science unit for this half term is ‘Life cycles and plants. We will look at the life cycles 

of different animals and how they change and also how plants grow and what they need to grow. 

Geography – Our Geography topic this half term is our local area, looking at the different aspects of 

the community and what is found in different areas. We will be looking at and creating maps of the 

local area as well as writing fact books about what there is to do. 

Phonics - Most children in Year 1 are now working within Phase 4 and 5. If you would like to support 

your children with this at home, please play the Phase 4 and 5 games found for free on www.letters-

and-sounds.com or the KS1 Literacy games on www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize. 

 

What you can do to help 

Literacy - Please assist your child in developing their handwriting further, by writing sentences and 

stories with adjectives and verbs in, to make their writing more exciting.  Ask your child if they can 

think of a word to rhyme with any other word (e.g. hand, red etc.) Encourage them to create their 

own poems. 

Maths - Please encourage your child to count up in 2s, 5s and 10s to past 100. Are they familiar with 

counting backwards? Can they practice writing doubles to 20 or number bonds to 20? Please ask them 

to add and take away simple totals, identify coin values and potentially pay for their own small items 

at the supermarket.  

Science - Speak to your child about animals and plants that the might see in the garden or at a local 

park.  Discuss with your child how they think certain animals grow and change over time, linking with 

life cycles. As well as looking at seeds and how they change into plants, you could plant seeds with 

your child and watch them grow! 

Geography – Please see the homework handout.  

Reading Books- Children take their reading books and reading record books home every day. Books 

will be changed three times a week on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays only if the parents have 

signed to say that their child has completed the book. Please read with your child on a daily basis and 

write your comments in their reading record books. Please read with your child as often as you can. 

This does not need to be limited to books sent from school.  

Please support your child in the completion of homework, but allow them to do it themselves. Please 

come and see me if you have any questions. I am always happy to help.  Miss Gregson  


