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Additional Unit KS1 Christmas – The Journey to Bethlehem 
Key Questions  
Why did Mary and Joseph make the journey to Bethlehem?  

In what way would their journey be different from a journey you might make? 

Many other people made the journey.  Who might they have been? 

Key Vocabulary 
Journey, travel, Bethlehem, Mary, Joseph, donkey, Jesus, inn, stable, shepherds, angels, wisemen and star 

Key Experiences 
Hearing and retelling stories of Mary and Joseph, the shepherds and the wisemen 

Discussing the feelings of the characters and writing poems 

Programme of Study to Include 
The nativity story placing emphasis on the journeys made by Mary and Joseph, the shepherds and the 

wisemen. (Take time to revisit the story of the wisemen at Epiphany after Christmas when we celebrate 

their arrival in Bethlehem). 

The reasons for these journeys 

Empathy with the characters 

The aim of this unit is to emphasise the length of the journey to Bethlehem made by Mary and 
Joseph and the significance of those who also made the journey to visit the Christ child. 

 Suggested Activities Possible Level 

of Achievement 
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Discuss the children’s experience of travel.  Who has been on a 

journey? 

We go on journeys to shops and to holiday destinations. 

How are these journeys different? 

Discuss different modes of travel.  Which was the most enjoyable 

journey which you experienced?  Which was the most difficult? 

If you could go on a journey anywhere in the world where would you 

go and how would you travel? 

Make a collage of journeys and modes of transport. 

 

Introduce the journey to Bethlehem. 

Have a story bag or box containing the following items – Joseph’s 

Nativity costume, a map of the journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem, 

a donkey!  A blanket, Mary’s packed lunch box, a sign for the inn, a 

key for the stable and some straw.  Using the objects tell or re enact 

the Christmas story focusing on the journey to Bethlehem. 

What did Mary and Joseph talk about as they travelled? 

Did they meet anyone else who was travelling to be counted? 

Write about the journey from the point of view of the donkey.   

 

Collect Christmas cards that illustrate the various journeys to 

Bethlehem.  Mary and Joseph, the shepherds and the wisemen all 

made very different journeys but why? 

How did the shepherds get there? 

Who told them where to go? 

Why did they decide to go? 

What would have happened if they had stayed in the fields? 
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What did Mary and Joseph think when the shepherds arrived? 

God chose smelly shepherds to visit his son, why? 

Who visited you when you were a baby? 

The wisemen who we sometimes call Kings also visited.  They made an 

incredibly long journey, why? How? 

Draw the expressions on the faces of the wisemen as they set off, 

travelled, travelled further, met Herod, travelled further and then 

met the Holy family. 

Think about the feelings of the different people as they made the 

journey.  What did they see on the way? 

Would the children like to ask them any questions? 

 

Write poems about how Mary, the shepherds and the wisemen felt on 

the journey.  How did they feel when they arrived? 

You could use a framework for the poetry such as:- 

I am on a journey to Bethlehem 

I see…………. 

I hear………. 

I touch…….. 

I feel……….. 

 

Would the children like to have been on the journey to Bethlehem?  

Why?  How would they have felt travelling to see the Christ child? 

 

Imagine you are a friend of one of the shepherds or wisemen.  They 

have been sending you text messages.  What have they told you about 

their journey and what they have seen? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Level 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Level 1-3 

 

Level 2-3 

 

 


