Religious Education Syllabus for Church Schools

Additional Unit KS1 Easter - The Events of Holy Week

Key Questions
Which part of the story do you like best? Why?
Which part of the story is the most important? Why?

Key Vocabulary
Easter, Holy Week, Palm Sunday, Temple, Jerusalem, Last Supper, Gethsemane, Good Friday,
Crucifixion, Tomb, resurrection and Jesus

Key Experiences
The story bag of objects relating to each event
Considering the key questions

Programme of Study to Include

The main events of Holy Week - Palm Sunday, the Cleansing of the Temple, The Last Supper, praying in the
Garden of Gethsemane, the Crucifixion and the Resurrection.

The key questions

The feelings evoked by the events

The aim of this unit is to introduce the children to the specific events of Holy Week that lead
up to Easter.

Suggested Activities Possible Level
of Achievement

Begin to think about the events which happen in a typical week from
Sunday to Sunday. Fold a strip of paper into 8 sections with the days
AT2 of the week written on each section. Ask the children to fill in the
events of a typical week.

What would make the week special? Fill in another imaginary week
full of special events - birthdays, trips out, visits of friends. Is
there any event which is particularly significant? Use circle time in Level 1-2
small groups to share ideas.

AT1 There is a very special week in the Church's Calendar full of
important events. It comes at the end of Lent and leads up to
Easter - Holy Week.

Story Use an interactive whiteboard fo create a strip of pictures showing
the events of Holy Week. You could use a variety of art work.
If possible allow the children opportunity to sequence these pictures Level 1-2
of Holy Week.

Story Story Bag:- Put the following objects and any others that you feel

AT1 are relevant in a bag - a Palm Cross and donkey, (Palm Sunday), a bag

of coins (money lenders in the Temple), a towel (foot washing), a piece
of bread (the Last Supper), a prayer book (Gethsemane), a crucifix
(6ood Friday) and a stone (Easter Sunday).

Tell the children that you have a bag full of objects that will remind
AT1 you of the stories about the events of Holy Week. Bring out the
objects and make them into a display and then tell the stories which
relate to the objects.

Children could make their own bags containing pictures and objects
which remind them of the events of Holy Week and use them to
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AT2

AT1
Belief

retell the stories to each other.
Which part of the story do you like best? Why?
Which part of the story is the most important? Why?

Act out Palm Sunday, empathising with a member of the crowd.

Jesus was angry in the Temple.
Discuss what makes us angry and what made Jesus angry.

Look at pictures of Jesus washing the Disciples feet.

Explore how it would feel if a very special person was visiting their
home and started to behave like a servant. What can we learn from
this?

Draw pictures from the events of Holy Week on a cross shape in the
style of a Salvadorian cross using bright colours.

Look at Easter prayers in Church and children's prayer books. What
do they tell us about Easter, God and Jesus?

At the end of Holy Week is the great sadness of Good Friday and
then the glorious joy of Easter morning. Look at the pictures of
these two events in children's storybooks of Easter.

What colours are used? What moods are created?

Make simple paintings or collages of these events on a symmetrical
shape, one half Good Friday, the other half Easter Sunday. The
cross, fomb, figure of Jesus etc could be included as a silhouette in
the style of illustrator Jan Pienkowski.

Level 1-2

Level 1-3

Level 1-3

Level 2-3
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